
 

 

                    

                                                                                             

                                                                                                                24th February 2021 

Dear Parents/carers, 

As you are aware, the government has announced that all students are to return to school 
from the 8th March 2021. We’re very much looking forward to welcoming back more of our 
students to face-to-face education very soon. From this date school attendance will be 
mandatory and our usual rules on attendance will apply. 

As a reminder, students should self-isolate and not come to school if they: 

• Have coronavirus symptoms or have tested positive 

• Live with someone who has symptoms or have tested positive 

• Are a close contact of someone who has tested positive 

In line with the latest government guidance, students who are clinically extremely 
vulnerable should not attend school. If your child is in this group, they should continue 
to learn from home until further notice. The school would kindly ask for you to provide 
evidence for our records and attendance monitoring purposes. For students who are self-
isolating, the school will continue to offer remote learning. 

Coronavirus testing 

The Bridge school has remained open to all of our students throughout the entire period 
of lockdown, and those students who have attended school have provided us with 
confirmation of their negative PCR Test results, before returning in January, and again 
after the February half term. However, the government guidance has recently changed, 
and we are now required to operate 3 Lateral Flow Tests across a two-week period 
starting from the 8th March, when all students will return. 

In line with the latest guidance and to help us keep everyone safe, we’ll be offering rapid 
coronavirus testing to all our students as they return from 8 March. Students will be asked 
to take 3 coronavirus tests at school, with 3 to 5 days between each test. Test results will 
take about 30 minutes to process. 

The process will be conducted by myself, Maria Jackson and Linda Swallow and in line 
with the government guidance and training. In order for us to operate the testing process 
within a timely and safe manner, we plan to test students in their year group, which will 
result in a staggered start to the day on the 8th, 11th and 15th March. Details are as 
follows: 

Day/Date Year Group Arrival to School Staggered 
Lesson Time 
Period 1 

From  -To 

Mon 8th March 

Thurs 11th Mar 

Mon 15th Mar 

 

8 & 9 

 

9.00 

 

9.30 – 10.00 

Mon 8th Mar 

Thurs 11th Mar 

Mon 15th Mar 

 

10 

 

9.40 

 

10.00 – 10.50 

Mon 15th Mar 

Thurs 11th Mar 

Fri 15th Mar 

 

11 

 

10.15 

 

10.45-11.15 

 



 

 

 

 

Students can remain at school after their first negative result. If at any point they test 
positive, they’ll need to self-isolate in line with government guidance.  

Testing is voluntary, and you and/or your child will need to give consent for it to be carried 
out. However, we strongly encourage your child to take part so we can help prevent the 
spread of coronavirus, and keep everyone safe at The Bridge. (Please find attached a 
letter of consent for you to sign and return back to the school before or on the 8th March). 

If your child is not participating in testing, they should attend school as usual and as per 
their timetable from the 8th March.  

After the 3 initial tests at school, students will be offered coronavirus tests that they 
should take twice a week at home. Details on how to operate home testing kits will be 
sent to you shortly. 

Our safety measures  

Rest assured that we are doing everything we can to make sure our students and staff 
remain safe during these difficult times, and we will continue to implement the following 
protective measures: 

 

• The school will continue to be deep cleaned every night 

• Sanitiser stations are at Reception, and in every classroom  

• Computer equipment is sanitised after every use 

• All doors will remain open at all times for better ventilation 

• Classroom windows will be open to improve ventilation  

• Students will have their own pencil case, to minimise the sharing of equipment 

• Students can wear face masks in class and communal areas 

As the school operates as one bubble, there is no need for us to separate year groups at 
break or lunchtimes, nevertheless we continue to maintain social distancing where 
possible. 

Lockdown has been a challenging time for all of us, and we would like to thank you for 
your continuing support during this difficult and uncertain time, from supporting your child 
to attend school, or encouraging and assisting them with their home learning, we realise 
none of this has been easy, so once again a huge thank you. If you have any concerns 
about returning to school, or you think your child may need additional support, please do 
not hesitate to contact the school. 

I will continue to keep you up-dated with any further changes the school may need to 
make due to new government guidance. 

 

Kind regards 

Toni Cox 

 

Head of School 

 


