
 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                           1st March 2021 

 
RE: How qualifications will be awarded in 2021  
 
The Department for Education and OFQUAL (exams regulator) released the outcomes of the 
examination consultation regarding the awarding of grades in summer 2021.  
 
For GCSEs, vocational qualifications (BTECs and Cambridge Nationals) and A-levels, the 
grades awarded will be based on teacher assessments. Teachers will assess the standard 
at which students are performing based only on what has been taught. Teachers’ 
judgements will be based on a range of evidence relating to the subject content that the 
teachers have delivered, either in the classroom or via remote learning. Evidence might 
include work that your child has already completed, mock exam results, homework or in-
class tests and new questions from exam boards.  
 

The infographic chart attached from OFQUAL provides a broad overview of the system 

which will be in use this summer. One key point to note is the change to the results days in 

the summer which have been brought forward.  

Next steps  
 
We are awaiting the final details and guidance from the individual examination boards and 
OFQUAL which should be presented to schools by the end of the spring term.  
 
As you know staff have been planning a number of formal and informal assessments, which 
some of our Year 11’s have already completed. These informal and formal assessment 
opportunities will continue to demonstrate your child’s knowledge, understanding and skills 
so we have a wide range of evidence to award them the grades that reflect their ability and 
hard work and allows them to progress to the next stage of their education, training, or 
employment. We will write again to Year 11’s to outline the plan and timing of assessments 
and other important information next week.  
 
Once we have agreed a plan of action for assessing our Year 11 students, we will be making 
contact with you, so you are clear on the process, and how the school will be awarding 
GCSE’s this year. 
 
This has been an incredibly challenging time for your child and the lack of clarity following 
the cancellation of the examinations has undoubtedly created stress and anxiety. We want 
you to know that we always have the students’ best interests at heart as teachers and as a 
school. We will support them through the next few months and we will do everything we can 
to make sure they get the grades that are fair and that they deserve.  
 
With kind regards  
 

 

Toni Cox 

Head of School 


