
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DATE: 07 05.21 

Twitter:@Bridge_AP 

TERM DATES: 

Summer Term  

Monday 19th April to 21st July 

Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May  

Half-Term Monday 31st May to  
Friday 7th June 

Dates for the Diary 

13th May Year 10 Maths      
challenge trip to Ikea 

27th May Year 11 leavers      
celebration 

8th July LIFE Ambassadors end 
of term meeting 

Thought for the Week 

Courageous optimism  

Boundless creativity 

Heartfelt compassion 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This week was Teacher Appreciation Week, and having read the heart-
felt messages staff received from our students, we all felt  truly appreci-
ated. The postcards lifted our mood and  created a feel good factor 
among us all. I would like to say a huge thank you to all of our students 
for their wonderful witty sentiments. 

Despite the poor weather, a number of students participated in Pete’s 
Boot Camp activity!!! It was a brilliant opportunity to do some fun fitness 
sessions together. Well done to Year 10 for staying the course. 

You may have read in the news this week of the link between the men-
tal health benefits and nature. Spending time in green spaces and 
bringing nature into our everyday lives can benefit both our mental and 
physical wellbeing.  Research into eurotherapy  has shown it can help 
with mild to moderate anxiety and  depression. The Bridge has recog-
nised and championed these benefits for a while, which is why our gar-
den projects  continue and are integral to the school’s curriculum. As 
students work tirelessly to create an abundance of colourful pots and 
flower beds, growing herbs and vegetables and making bird feeders to 
encourage wildlife, these fun activities have positive effects on our stu-
dents’ wellbeing. We will continue to promote and explore these  en-
richment activities.  

 
Well done to Tommy for taking part in the Industrial Light and Magic 
Zoom webinar on Tuesday. This was a fantastic opportunity for Tommy 
to learn all about how special effects including CGI are created and 
used in the film and tv industry with experts on hand for a Q&A session 
afterwards. Tommy, currently in Year 11, has plans to pursue a career 
in this industry and has two conditional offers for Level 3 courses in 
Creative Media Film and TV Production. Tommy’s thoughts on this 
webinar were that “it was really interesting and gave me a good insight 
into the different jobs that are available” 
Another Year 11 student, Ash, took part in a days virtual work experi-
ence for Portsmouth Council as part of a festival planning project. Ash 
shows signs of being very entrepreneurial at a young age, indeed he 
found and applied for this opportunity himself which will be a great addi-
tion to his CV. Both these opportunities were offered through the won-
derful Speakers for Schools programme which Maria has used over the 
past six years to help give students great insight into different career 
paths through both high profile visiting speakers and work experience 
placements. Well done to both students, we are very proud of you.  
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Since the new build opened in January there have been a number of significant mandatory  inspections  to 
ensure The Bridge meets all the Independent School Standards as well as the JCQ examination               
requirements. 

Prior to the Easter break The Bridge had its first OFSTED inspection. I am delighted to report the school, 
met all the relevant standards. 

 

OFSTED said “Leaders have taken great care to ensure that the new building meets the independent school standards 
in full. They have thought carefully about the environment they want to provide for their pupils, many of whom find 
social relationships challenging. As a result, the new building is calm, bright and welcoming. Every detail has been  
meticulously planned, from the height of the ceilings to the colour of the walls and the classroom furniture. The build-
ing is impeccably maintained and clean.” 

 

I would like to remind you of the importance of getting your child to school on time, when students arrive late 
to school they risk missing the lesson objective and staff are then required to stop to reiterate the              
information, which can disrupt the natural flow of the lesson. 


