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Introduction

The Bridge is firmly focused on student’s well-being and the school recognises at
times that some students feel the need to make contact during the school day with
their parent/carer or other family members as part of their coping strategy. Which is
why The Bridge has taken the decision to allow students the use of their mobile
phones during break and lunchtimes. In addition, the school has a strong focus on
students’ academic progress and achievement, and to ensure that mobile phones do
not become a distraction or disruption and compromise students learning to learning,
students are required to hand their mobile devices to their class teacher at the start
of the day. There is no need for students to use their mobile phone in lessons. If a
student becomes overwhelmed during lesson, they are able to leave and seek
support from a member of teaching staff, Head of School or Deputy Head of School.

School Procedure

As classes at The Bridge are limited to a maximum of six students, the class teacher
will place all mobile phones in the designated box, which will be in full view of both
the class teacher and students. The designated box will follow the class, so that all
students will be able to retrieve their mobile at the start of break, without the worry of
having to queue to gain access to their mobile.

The process will be repeated period three to four where once again students will be
given their mobile at the end of period four for use during lunch, to be handed back
period five.

Misuse and Breach of the School Rules

During break and lunch when students have access to their mobile devices, a
member of SLT will deal with any form of misuse.

The following are examples of misuse (this list is not exhaustive). ‘Misuse’ will be at
the discretion of the Head of School.

e Sending inappropriate messages

e Sending inappropriate messages or posts to social networking or blogging
sites

e Taking photographs and /or videos in school

e Photographing or filming of staff or other students without their permission or
knowledge

e Bullying, harassing, humiliating or intimidating staff or students

e Refusing to hand over the phone at the request of a member of staff

e Using the device to post disrespectful comments, misrepresenting events or
making derogatory remarks about teachers or other students

e Publishing photographs of vulnerable students, where this may place them at
additional risk



e Using their mobile device for ‘sexting’ (the deliberate taking and sending of
provocative images or text messages)

e Posting violent threats against staff or students via social media, texts or
WhatsApp.

The misuse of mobile devices will be dealt with using the same principles set out in
the school’s Behaviour for Learning Policy, the response being proportionate to the
severity of the misuse.

Parents and students will be made aware at the school induction meeting, that failing
to hand over the device at the start of the day and /or serious misuse may lead to
dual registered students being referred back to their on-roll school, and for single
registered students’ isolation or exclusion.

To ensure the school remains vigilant and students are kept safe at The Bridge, any
concerns the school is made aware of indicating that there has been a breach of the
rules or serious misuse of a mobile device and the school deems it necessary to
examine the contents of the device, a member of staff will conduct this. It is
important to note parental permission is not required for this. The staff member who
conducts the examination will detail and record their findings for parent/school
records or in the event the incident becomes a police matter and details are required
as evidence of criminal activity.

Students and parents should be clear that the school is within its right to insist
student’s handover their mobile device at the start of the day and well within its rights
to confiscate a phone where guidelines have been breached.



